


What is the SAT?

Standardized national test to meant to show how prepared you are for 
college. 

It can qualify students for admission to colleges.

It can qualify students for scholarship money with certain scores. 



Real World
Texas A&M - need 1360 if not top ten percent graduate.  Will Review

Texas Tech - 1180 for top 25% grads. 1290 for 3rd quartile.   Review

Stephen F Austin - 2nd quartile 1030, 3rd quartile 1170

Tarleton State -  2nd quartile - 880  - Review

A high SAT/ACT score will earn scholarships.  Being prepared for the test 
could mean thousands of dollars in return.

SAT is not needed for community college.  







When is the best time to take the SAT or ACT
Spring of Junior Year is the optimal time because the math that is tested is 
mostly algebra 1 and algebra 2.  

This allows time to retake the test in the early summer or fall of Senior year.

I suggest the PSAT in the 9th and 10th and 11th grade years for practice. It is 
less expensive. 

Students are allowed to take it anytime in high school. 



Order of the Test
1. 65 Minute reading section.- 52 questions
2. 35 Minute writing and language section -44 questions
3. 25 Minute - Math - no calculator section -20 questions
4. 55 minute math - with calculator  - 38 questions

Total - 3 hours

There will be one ten minute and one five minute break when snacks are 
allowed.

Essay - 50 minutes

NO BREAK FOR LUNCH . 



 Where to Begin.

First Steps

Visit the Khan Academy Official SAT Practice website, and click the Practice Now 

button.

If you are a new learner, the website will start by asking you a series of questions, 

including which test you want to practice for: the SAT or the PSAT.

https://www.khanacademy.org/sat


Reading - 52 questions in 65 minutes

There are 5 passages = 13 minutes each approximately

1 from classic or contemporary literature
1 from a US founding documents or something they inspired.
1 from economics, psychology, sociology
2 science passages from earth science, biology, chemistry or physics.



Reading Strategies
The right answer will always have evidence that supports it in the passage.

Read with a purpose - What is the plot, tone, how is it organized.

If you are a slow reader - skim the passages or you will run out of time.
Make notes about the main ideas on the passages in the booklet while reading

Cover the answers with your hand while reading the question.  Then consider 
what the answer might be before you peek.

Start with the easiest passage. VERY IMPORTANT

Recognize answer choices that say too much - can’t be justified



More Reading
Answer choices are usually wrong 
for 4 reasons:
1. Too general
2. Too specific
3. Unrelated
4. Reversed relationship

“Always and Never” must be exactly true.

Being able to eliminate choices will raise your score. 



Writing and Language
Writing and Language - 35 minutes - 44 questions

Mark up the test - underline, circle, simplify hard sentences by crossing out 
extra words,.

Study commas, semi-colons, run-ons, plurals and possessive plurals,that vs. 
who, could have or should have...never could of or should of



Math
No-Calculator section - 25 minutes 20 questions - less than 1 minute a 
question

Calculator - 55 minutes - 38 questions -  about 1.5 minutes a question

Use the answers - elimination matters - plug in when possible to short cut - 
start with the middle answer to help decide lower or higher.

The grid-ins are also easiest to hardest. Skip to them when you have 
reached a point that the multiple choice are super hard.

Know how to use a calculator.  Programs are allowed. 



Strategies
Two Passes - 

Go through questions and answer those that are easiest for you first. 

Reading - if difficult passage, skip it and come back. 

On Math don’t spend more than a minute or so on any question at first. 

On the second pass work the easiest to hardest.  



Time Management
1. Every question is worth the same amount.  Focus on the ones that are 

easiest for you. Do not waste time on super hard questions.
2. The math test basically is arranged from easiest to hardest. 
3. Keep Moving - don’t get stuck on hard questions. 
4. Have a letter of the day. If you run out of time use the same letter for all 

the guesses.
5. Practice reading quickly and staying focused. 



The SAT is unlike any test students take in high school.  

Most adults drive well and avoid accidents….but couldn’t pass the written 
exam at DPS today.

If you read well, do math well...great...but the questions are asked in a 
different way than you are familiar with and the format is different, and you 
have to work quickly.  

GOOD LUCK AND WORK HARD!  


