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o	 1.  Search online for a list of award-winning books for children. Look for 
them on your next trip to the library.

o	 2. Play music while your family does chores today.

o	 3.  Find a kid-friendly recipe. Help your child make that dish today.

o	 4. Read a story to your child. Later, ask him to retell it from memory.

o	 5.  Have a silent conversation with your child. Draw what you want to say.

o	 6.  Encourage your child to take risks as long as they don’t affect her safety. 
For example, have her try a new food.

o	 7.  Ask your child to design and name a new car. Look at car ads for ideas.

o	 8. At dinner, use three words that will be new to your child.

o	 9.  Have your child write a list of things your family hopes to do this 
summer.

o	 10. Share a book about science with your child today.

o	 11.  Find out about dates for year-end tests. Make sure your child gets 
enough sleep the nights before.

o	 12.  Ask your child to tell you about the nicest thing a friend has ever done 
for him.

o	 13.  Sit face-to-face with your child. Have her pretend that she is a mirror 
and must do exactly what you do. Then swap roles. 

o	 14.  Give your child some sidewalk chalk. Do math problems outside 
together.

o	 15.  Have your child write a story about something small enough to fit in 
his pocket. 

o	 16.  Go for a reading picnic together. Take some books, a snack, and a 
blanket to sit on. 

o	 17.  The next time you drive with your child, show her the route on a map. 
Ask her to play navigator.

o	 18.  Play a game with your child that uses math skills, such as Monopoly.

o	 19.  Sponsor a summer reading contest. Who in your family can read the 
most books between now and September?

o	 20.  Ask your child to describe the most beautiful place he has ever seen.

o	 21.  Help your child plan ahead. Talk about next weekend. What needs to 
be done to prepare for a family activity?

o	 22.  See if your child can name 10 places where water is found.

o	 23.  Help your child make a bookmark. On a piece of thin cardboard, have 
her draw a scene or write a quotation from a book.

o	 24.  Ask your child to name his favorite thing about you. 

o	 25. Encourage your child to write a letter to a distant relative or friend.

o	 26.  Let your child plan dinner. How many food groups can she include?

 o	 27.  Have your child read to you while you’re driving somewhere together. 

o	 28.  Ask your child what he thinks the world will be like in 10 years.

o	 29.  Encourage your child to think of a skill she’d like to learn over the 
summer. Look for ways to make that happen.

o	 30.  Go on a walk with your child. Challenge each other to spot something 
you haven’t seen before.

o	 31.  Talk with your child about new words that he thinks should be in the 
dictionary.
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